
ELEMENTS OF ART 
 

LINEð The path of a moving point with no depth.  Artists can 

convey line by outlining an area.  Lines can be vertical, horizon-

tal, diagonal, zigzag, dotted, curved, etc.  

 

 

COLORð Color happens when light wavelengths strike our 

eyes and produce color.  Hue is another word for Color.  Col-

ors can be mixed to make other colors. 

 

 

SHAPEð A shape is an enclosed ob-

ject, created by lines.  Shapes can be  

Geometric (mathematical, regular,  

angular shapes) and Organic (irregular,  

often curvy, natural shapes).   

 

 

 

FORMð An artwork has form when it is three-dimensional. This 

means it has height, width and depth.   

 

 

 

TEXTUREð Texture is the way something  

feels when you touch it.  It is the surface quality.   

 

 

VALUEð The lightness or darkness of a color.  Lighter values of a color 

are called Tints (ex. Sky blue, pink, lavender, mint, etc)  and Darker val-

ues of a color are called Shades (ex. Hunter green, navy, maroon, etc.) 
 

 
SPACEð Positive space is that which is occupied by something.  

Negative space is that which is not occupied, empty space.  


